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Spiders of the genus Stemmops have hitherto been found only in America. But 
recently I confirmed that a Stemmops spider distributes widely in Japan, too. To 
make sure of the genus, I sent some specimens to Dr. H.W. Levi. As the result of 
his examination, he has agreed with my identification. I wish to express my sincere 
thanks to Dr. H.W. Levi for his kindness in helping me for study and also to many 
Japanese Arachnologists who offer me many specimens. 

Stemmops nipponicus n. sp. 

(Japanese name: Suneguro Ochiba-himegumo) 

Holotype (^?): Ibaraki, Osaka Prefecture. 23-V-1969. Mr. Y, Nishikawa. Cepha- 
lothorax 0.95 long, 0.75 wide. Abdomen 1.85 long, 1.5 wide, (mm). Cephalothorax 
egg'shaped, nearly circular in out line, convexed at middle, longer than wide. 
Clypeus concave, shorter than the length of MOA. Eye region elevated. Anterior 
eye row procurved, posterior recurved. AME separated by slightly less than their 
diameter, subcontiguous to ALE. AME smallest, ALE largest, 4:7 in ratio. Posterior 
eyes subequal, slightly less than ALE, 6:7 in ratio. PME one third diameter apart, 
almost touching PLE. Both lateral eyes closer to each other. MOA as long as 
wide at base, narrower in front than behind (11 :14). Chelicerae without teeth. 
Maxillae convergent over labium, but inner sides parallel. Labium wider than 
long (3:1). Sternum longer than wide (28:23), truncate between fourth coxae which 
are separated by more than their diameter. Legs short and thick except for 
slender tarsi and metatarsi, without spines, with comb on fourth tarsi. Fourth leg 
longest. 

Patella and tibia of first leg about 1.5 times of the carapace. Measurements 
(mm) of legs are shown on page 15. 

Abdomen oval, slightly flattened, longer than wide. Colulus replaced by two 
short setae. Epigynum strongly sclerotized with longitudinal slit. Genitalia look 
like those of Stemmops quesia Levi. 
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Colour: Cephalothorax light yellow brown with black margin and three pairs 
of faint gray flecks. Eye area black except between PME. Legs yellow, but the 
first tibia alone black. First metatarsus white. Palp yellow with deep gray meta¬ 
tarsus and tarsus. Upper sides of chelicerae with gray flecks. Abdomen black 
with many white flecks in middle and sides. Maxillae deep gray except white in¬ 
ner edges. Labium yellow brown. Sternum black, margin deeper. Venter of abdomen 
gray with two white longitudinal streaks. Spinnerets yellow, sorounded by a black 
ring. 



1. Dorsal aspect(¥). 2. Eye area (?) 3. Palp («) 4. Epigynum (^) 
5. Genitalia (^) 
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Paratype ($): Ibaraki, Osaka Prefecture, 7*VI-1969, Mr. Y. Nishikawa. Cepha- 
lothorax 0.95 long, 0.8 wide. Abdomen 1.35 long, 0.85 wide, (mm) Shape and colour 
like that of female except for the slightly narrow abdomen. 

Measurements of legs. (mm). 



fern. 

! 

pat. & tib. 

met. 

tar. 

total 

I 

1.3 

0.9 

0.8 

0.6 

3.6 

II 

0.7 

0.9 

0.5 

0.4 

2.5 

III 

0.7 

0.8 

0.5 

0.4 

2.4 

IV 

1.1 

1.4 

0.9 

0.6 

4.0 


Embolus divided into two filaments at base, one of which turns and twists from 
middle to apex, and another filament not so. Two filaments contact each other at 
apex. 

Remarks: Present species is distinguishable from any other American species 
by following characteristics. 

1. Tibia of first legs are black. 

2. A slit of sclerotized epigynum is longitudinal. 

3. Embolus of male palp is divided. 

4. Abdomen bears many white flecks. 

5. Spinnerets are sorounded by a black ring. 

Stemmops nipponicus is often found under dead leaves by means of Berlese 
funnel or sifting. The web is unknown. 
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